
 
Rongsun was born to Ms. Guanghui Zhuo and Mr. Zhenwen Pu, in Wuhu City, China, and has two older 
brothers, Rongqiang and Rongjian. As children, her mom and her dad walked for miles a day to attend school 
and were the first ones in their families to go to college. Her parents were appointed to the physics faculty at 
Anhui Normal University in Wuhu City, where they taught and conducted research for decades until 
retirement.   
 
Rongsun cherishes the childhood memory of spending time with her parents and brothers in a modest home, 
where the most prominent furniture was two large bookshelves stocked with books, including a few written 
by her parents. There had been no doubt since a young age that Rongsun would follow in her parents’ 
footsteps and become a scientist. She attended the University of Science and Technology of China, Baylor 
University, and Purdue University (Ph.D.), and obtained additional research training from Marine Biological 
Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, and Princeton University. She was named a BEN (BioEdSciNet) 
Scholar by the American Association for the Advancement of Science in 2008, and received the Biology 
Scholars Research Residency Award from the American Society for Microbiology and National Science 
Foundation in 2011. She has been a recipient of many national and regional professional travel awards to 
bring her students to present their research or to be a judge for student research. She has served on the 
editorial board of the Journal of Microbiology and Biology Education, and Microbiology Discovery. She is also a 
co-author of the Principles of Biology Laboratory Manual, 6th edition.  
 
Rongsun and her husband of 25 years, Dr. Guodong Chen, moved to East Brunswick in 2002, attracted by its 
beautiful residential neighborhoods, proximity to major universities and companies, and most importantly, its 
excellent blue-ribbon schools. They have two children, 16-year-old Christina, a 10th grader at EBHS who took 
her mom’s profile picture on this page, and 10-year-old LeAnn, a 4th grader at Warnsdorfer Elementary who 
designed the congratulatory ad in the program brochure. Christina is an honors student and a varsity cross-
country and track runner. LeAnn enjoys all the school subjects, especially art. They both participate in the 
orchestra program. In the summer, Christina is a counselor-in-training and LeAnn a camper at Princeton 
University Day Camp. Both of them are volunteers at our Church.  
 
Rongsun is a lifetime member of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, and has served as the treasurer of the 
local Phi Kappa Phi chapter for the past ten years. She was an instructor of GRE Math in the East Brunswick 
Adult Community Education program from 2005 to 2006, an elected member of the Board of Trustees of East 
Brunswick Huaxia Chinese School from 2010 to 2014, and a member of the Board of Education Curriculum 
Committee from 2008 to 2015. More recently, she served on the mayoral transition team and the Shop EB 
program committee. 
 
Being an educator herself, Rongsun deeply appreciates the challenging work expected of all the teachers, 
professional and support staff, and administrators at every level. She understands that educators do not work 
from 9 to 5, but from 5 to 9. At a back-to-school event, Rongsun learned of EBEF’s many contributions toward 
supporting and enhancing the school curriculum, and that its members are all volunteers. Hence started her 
engagement in the many events held and sponsored by EBEF. 
 
Rongsun has been on the biology faculty at Kean University since 2001 and has taught over 2,400 students, 
including siblings, twins, cousins, and students’ students. Her students are of numerous ethnicities, and come 
from all corners of the earth and all walks of life. They drive ambulances and serve in uniforms. They have 
become healthcare professionals, administrators, scientists, engineers, teachers, lawyers, sports coaches, 
managers, and parents. Rongsun finds her students inspiring, and their lives of meaning and purpose fill her 



heart with pride and joy. Rongsun is truly honored and humbled to be receiving this award tonight, and feels 
strongly about the motto “Pay it Forward”. 


